[image: image1.png]


Maureen B. Fitzmahan, J.D.

History

I.S.E.

mbf’s aphorisms 
(concise statement of a principle or truth)
1. Be a scholar.  
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A scholar is excited about learning.  A scholar is so excited that she attacks the work assigned and then moves on to search for more information. She searches until she learns all about the topic and then more.  A scholar finds other scholars to converse with about history, literature, science, math, music and art.   A scholar likes to share what he learns. A scholar thinks creatively. A scholar follows the light beyond the opening of the tunnel and runs into the sunlit field.  

2. Enjoy school. 

You spend more time in school or studying for school than you do anything else.  Commit to making this time of study and school the best of times.

3. You are as happy as you want to be.

4. You are your own teacher.  

The old guys in front of the classroom are merely guides to your journey in the heart of darkness…guiding you to the light of discovery.  They can only take you so far.  Please say goodbye before you leave us behind.

5. Ask questions.  Then answer your own question.  

Ask again and compare that answer to your own.

6. Be persistent.  Remember the turtle and the hare story?  Keep on trying until you can try no more…then, try some more!  

7. No one is smarter than you can be.  

Those other scholars just have lived longer and have had more time to work at that learning part.   

8. You stand on the shoulders of great learners.  

Learn from them and go on to seek new knowledge.  Experiment.  Share your own original thoughts and new learning.

9. Never trust your teachers. 

Expect things to be harder than they seem.  That way, you will never be disappointed.  

10. Avoid avoiding work.  That will make things easier and LESS stressful.
11. Be a cooperative team member in your class.   SHARE. 

(I don’t mean do each other’s work. ()  If your classmates succeed you will also succeed.  Make study groups.  This is not a contest to be first.  This is a competition to make all members first!

12. ________________________________ (fill in the blank as you learn more aphorisms in class…)
RULES

General

· 2nd bell. 
· Be in your seats!  
· Be Ready!

· Turn off all electronics! – if not…Thank you for the gift!

EXCEPTION: computers (bring, only use w/ permission) – ask first.)

· ON YOU DESK
· Book/materials 

· A black pen 
· Paper [lined] 
· Computer – when allowed.
· SUPPLIES: Bring your own! 
· BE ORGANIZED! Binder, notes, materials.
· Google Calendar

· Sign up

· Always check for homework.
· You are responsible for homework posted on the calendar.
· WARNING: you are also responsible for homework assigned in class whether it is posted on calendar or not.  Doesn’t seem fair, does it?  Remember Aphorism #8….  If in doubt, ALWAYS check with your classmates.
Student work

· HOMEWORK

· All homework must be handed in into the blue box, before class begins.
· Late homework = “0”.  No excuses.
· Homework - typewritten.  
· Homework not typewritten = 0.

· Use the following format:

· White paper, black ink

· Times New Roman

· Font 12

· Double spaced 
· Name and date (when handed in) in the top right hand corner.
· IN CLASS WORK

· Use black pen, lined paper and write legibly.  (No grid paper!)
· Margins on left and right of 2.5 cm (1 inch)
· Use one side of paper, only

· If not = 0.
Absences

· … Don’t!
· Homework due on a day missed –due NEXT CLASS.

· I will set a later due date if you make arrangements with me in advance.

· Get class notes and homework assignments from your classmates.  
PLAGARISM
· Don’t!!!!!
· Cultures differ on this issue.  ISE and the IBO is strictly opposed to students copying other sources of work and claiming it as their own.  
· Do you know what consists of plagiarism?
· Give yourself enough time to get your work done on time.  

· Check the STUDENT HANDBOOK for ISE rules. 
· My rules are stricter than ISE’s.  
· I take plagiarism very seriously and personally. When a student cheats, he/she is lying to ME!  I am saddened, hurt and angry. 

The Room with Red Chairs



mbf 
This is where we read history,

And meet the great and the terrible.

       This is where we look for truth and sometimes 

             find maybes.

This is where we get ideas 

and offer them to each other.

I am not here to teach you… 

I hope I don’t shock you…but – 


I am not here to teach you. 

I am here to take journeys with you…to fly with you…



to ask questions,



to learn with you.

What I teach you, you will forget.

What you seek… behind the bookshelves 

and under the red chairs,

This is what you will remember.

I am not here to teach you…

I will show you boats and sails, hopes and sorrows, 

charms and sandboxes…. 

And…then you will teach yourself.
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