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NATURE OF THE SUBJECT


	


The study of history from an international perspective is increasingly important today. In the contemporary context, one of globalization and technological development, different cultures and societies are increasingly in contact and interdependent. Now, more than ever, there is a need for an understanding of the present as well as the past.  


	


The aim of history in the Middle School Program is to explain trends and developments, continuity 


and change through time and through individual events. The course is concerned with individuals


            and societies in the widest context: political, social, economic, religious, technological and 


            cultural.


	





COURSE OVERVIEW  





This course will look at what is called by some scholars as the “modern age.”  In grades 9 and 10 we will look at the concept of “revolution.” Revolutions have both plagued and changed the world from the 18th into the 21st centuries.   In this course we will explore the meaning of ‘revolution,’ the origin of the concept, the causes of revolution, the ways that “revolution” represented a watershed in the history of the nations, the regions and the world. We will examine how the economic, social, and political landscapes were altered by revolutions.  We will also do case studies of revolutions.  Each student may have an opportunity to explore a revolution of their choice, making comparisons.  





Historical study involves both selection and interpretation of data and critical evaluation of it. Students of history should appreciate the relative nature of historical knowledge and understanding, as each generation reflects its own world and preoccupations and as more evidence emerges. A study of history both requires and develops an individual’s understanding of, and empathy for, people living in other periods and contexts.








SKILLS





Reading comprehension and active reading through questions and note taking.


Use of technology for reading, presenting and writing.


Active listening through questions and note taking.


Essay writing.


Identifications of important events and ability to explain their historical significance.


Historiography: ability to recognize different historical sources and evaluate those sources.


Ability to identify cause and effect.
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OBJECTIVES    





Students will be expected to show evidence of the following:





Knowledge and understanding


• Recall and select relevant historical knowledge


• Demonstrate an understanding of historical context


• Demonstrate an understanding of historical processes: cause and effect; continuity and change


• Understand historical sources 


• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a specific historical topic 


Application and interpretation


• Apply historical knowledge as evidence


• Show awareness of different approaches to, and interpretations of, historical issues and events


• Compare and contrast historical sources as evidence 


• Explain the importance of historical sources


• Present a summary of evidence 


Synthesis and evaluation


• Evaluate different approaches and interpretations of, historical issues and events


• Evaluate historical sources as evidence 


Evaluate and synthesize evidence from both historical sources and background knowledge 


Develop critical commentary using the evidence base


Use of historical skills


• Demonstrate the ability to structure an essay answer, using evidence to support relevant, balanced and focused historical arguments 


Demonstrate evidence of research skills, organization and referencing 
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Internationalism





This course seeks to promote internationalism by studying differing regions within the context of the syllabus offered at ISE.  This is accomplished within the world history topics: students will analyze revolutions and forms of government.  Students are encouraged to study and analyze viewpoints from a variety of perspectives. 





Syllabus





Grade 9 & 10


Daily News & using a computer/Internet to study Social Studies


Revolutions: meaning, origin, nature of


Case Study


Governments: forms and formation 





Grade 9


ASSESSMENT


General Assessment Criteria:





Final Exam			25%


Summative Assessments	25%


Formative assessments 	25%


Engagement			25%
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Grade bands�
�
�
7�
86-100�
�
6�
71-85�
�
5�
56-70�
�
4�
41-55�
�
3�
31-40�
�
2�
21-30�
�
1�
1-20�
�









TEACHING METHODS





The course is designed with an emphasis on student-centered learning. Students will be required to analyze a wide variety of primary and secondary source materials.  Class time will include the use of lectures, discussions, seminars, presentations, computer work, written and oral work.





Requirements


A complete list of class rules can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://isehistory2012.weebly.com/syllabus-grading.html" ��http://isehistory2012.weebly.com/syllabus-grading.html�


All students must bring to each class 


The needed text and materials required for the unit


Laptop computer (when asked and if available)


An organized binder with the following three sections:


Class Notes- all notes are to be in chronological order 


Unit Work- includes homework and class work


Tests/ Quizzes


  All homework is due at beginning of class.  Failure to hand in on time = 0.





�
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Unit Plan


Semester 1


Revolutions & government




















Central Idea


Revolutions have been the source of political, social and economic change in many countries since 1776.  





Governments form the basis of organization of society influencing the legal, social and economic structure of the country.





Unit Overview


Unit 1: part 1�
Content�
�
Origins and nature of


the 


revolution�
Revolution


Definition 


Intellectual history: “revolutions”-scientific, reformation, agricultural, industrial


Ideology


The Great Man theory (Thomas Carlyle)


 Social Conditions (Herbert Spencer)


Marxist theory�
�






Revolutions: case study





�
 Context: Conditions that produced revolution





The leaders


Emergence of leaders: aims, ideology, support


Totalitarianism: the aim and the extent to which it was achieved





Establishment of authoritarian and single party states


Methods: force, legal


Form of government, (left- and right-wing) ideology


Nature, extent and treatment of opposition


Domestic policies and impact 





Structure and organization of government and administration


Political, economic, social and religious policies


Role of education, the arts, the media, propaganda 


Status of women, treatment of religious groups and minorities�
�
A comparison�
Assessment: Create a manual - “How to avoid a revolution”�
�
Forms of government�
�
�









Unit Plan
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*


Theme: Revolutions and forms of government















